
Putting people
first

Hakijamii
Newsletter



The first quarter of 2021 has been an exciting one which has
seen the organization implement a number of activities
within its programmatic themes. From Litigation of the
#Kibos case to documenting the Impact of #Unsafe Abortion
in Mombasa county. We have continued with our trajectory
of growth, amplified our voices as we advocated for human
rights, and solidified our relationships within our areas of
work and our networks. 

All this whilst remaining steadfast in our core: Putting people
first.Our work continues to be more crucial as we witness the

rising numbers of the Covid-19 Pandemic asthis pandemic
has clearly shown the importance of not only health as a

human right but of socio-economic rights which we continue
to highlight in our work. This Newsletter, therefore, is a brief
of some of the highlights of our work within this first quarter.

Dr. Nicholas Orago- Executive Director

Executive Summary



In the Highlights:

-Land & Housing

-Right to Health

-Policy Research & Budgeting

-Website & Social Media Engagement

- Water & Sanitation



Land & Housing



During the first quarter, Hakijamii has made great strides in line with the right to
adequate housing. The organization represented the Kibos Community in Kisumu in a

public interest litigation suit in which the community was forcefully and unlawfully evicted
from their homes. The organization also documented the challenges residents in Kibra

constituency, Nairobi County are going through following the development-led evictions
pursuant to the implementation of the Kenya Slum Upgrading Project spearheaded by

the Kenya Railways.
We were able to contribute to the policy conversation Nationally and at the County level
by making Policy recommendations to the Nairobi County Evictions Bill 2020 as well as

the Mombasa County Land Policy. We further contributed to the Policy Recommendations
on social tenure to protect the communities in informal settlements as an alternative to

the current single-entity ownership which is not tenable for the urban poor.
The department was able to highlight the plight of the urban poor in mainstream media
by speaking on the Right to Housing and forced eviction as a public interest matter on

several platforms as we continue to pursue the litigation for the protection of these rights



The department was able to highlight the plight of the urban poor in mainstream media by
speaking on the Right to Housing and forced eviction as a public interest matter on several

platforms as we continue to pursue the litigation for the protection of these rights.
 



 
Hakijamii has been on the forefront advocating for the right to health

including Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) which need
to be available, accessible, acceptable, and of good quality. In Mombasa

County, Hakijamii has built the capacity of community members,
religious leaders, and Civil Society Organizations on SRHR. Further,
Hakijamii managed to conduct research on the challenges faced by

women and girls in accessing SRHR services in the said County.

Right to health



 
In Nairobi, during this quarter Hakijamii managed to collect data from

community members on the challenges they face in accessing the
healthcare system and most importantly sought to find out if healthcare is
available, accessible, acceptable and of good quality. This information will
be used to develop a research report on the healthcare system in Kenya

which will be used for advocacy work with policy makers.
 
 Finally, Hakijamii in partnership with other Civil Society Organizations

formulated and submitted a memorandum to the National Assembly
on the Health Laws (Amendment) Bill and the Community Health

Workers Bill. The said Bills neglected safeguarding the rights of health
workers who are key in ensuring healthcare services are of good

quality. 



Water & Sanitation



Hakijamii and German Embassy team paid a visit to the Deep-Sea sanitation facility based in the
informal settlement which is located in Parklands / Highridge Ward, Westlands constituency.

 The main aim of the visit was to see how the community has effectively been able to utilize the
facility that was meant to provide easy and safe access to clean water and sanitation services. 

The facility has helped to decongest existing facilities in the location, which were initially 5  blocks
serving an estimated population of 13,000 residents. Part of the informal settlement has however

been marked for demolition to pave way for road construction which would see one sanitation
block demolished if the court case goes in favor of KURA (Kenya urban Roads Authority). 

The additional sanitation facility has helped in laundry and easy access to water for the residents.
Sanitation within the area has highly improved and this comes at a time when the community is

expected to adhere to the laid down Covid-19 prevention guidelines. The facility has also
generated small revenue to the community, which helps in managing and effectively running the

facility.
Despite the good progress, there have been requests by residents to create space for laundry to

help the community wash and dry their linen as well. Amidst all this, the residents continue to
enjoy access to water and sanitation in Deep Sea informal settlement.





Policy Research & 
Budgeting



During the first quarter of 2021, Hakijamii held meetings with social
movement groups in Kisumu and Nairobi counties, meetings that

resulted in the development of 2021/22 “peoples’ alternative budgets”
which constitute several social, economic and cultural sectors proposals
– Health, Education, Land, Housing, Water and Sanitation. The peoples’

alternative budget also entails cross cutting issues inter-alia youth,
gender-based violence, early pregnancies amongst teenagers, and

COVID-19.

Budgeting :
Development of people’s

Alternative Budget 2021/22
 

Hakijamii works closely with urban informal settlement dwellers to empower and
encourage them to participate and influence government decision making to ensure

public resources are being used effectively to meet public needs. This is made possible
through submitting memorandums and directly attending public participation forums

organized by the counties

The proposals were
consolidated into a
memorandum which was
shared with the county
assemblies and presented
during public participation
forums for consideration in
target counties.



Whereas the above are acceptable arrangements for public engagement, glaring gaps remain
eminent. In this regard, Hakijamii in partnership with social movement members developed a citizen
engagement plan popularly known as Citizen participation and Communication Plan (CPCP). The plan

is aimed at addressing the below par citizen participation in county development processes in the
counties of Kisumu and Nairobi aggravated by the Corona Virus Disease Pandemic (COVID-19). 

As a stop gap measure in the spread of COVID 19, Counties embraced the Government guidelines
including, partial lockdown, suspension of public gatherings, social distancing, wearing of masks
in public areas and constant washing of hands and/or sanitizing. The above measures have had
adverse effects on the political, social and economic activities with public participation taking a
significantly shift including the use of social media networks, local media stations and formal

written consultations.

Development of Community
participation and Consultation Plan:



CPCP provides two-fold engagement approach between the citizens and duty bearers that
if adopted and implemented will bring extensive benefits to the progression of the

counties in general through providing responsive and inclusive development and will go a
long way in facilitating enhanced involvement of residents and interested stakeholders in

government decision making processes more so in these unprecedented times of the
COVID -19 pandemic.

 



We support the realization of the Right to Adequate Housing as envisioned under Article 43 of the
Constitution of Kenya 2010 to ensure all citizens have the enjoyment to the right to adequate housing
including protection from Forced Evictions. The objective is facilitated through among others review

and simplification of relevant National and County policies and legislative documents to allow for
meaningful participation and contribution by affected communities in national and county policies

and legislative development processes. The county government of Mombasa has been in the process
of developing its’ momentous land policy to address outstanding/historical land issues in the county.
During the period under review, Hakijamii substantively contributed to this process through review

and simplification of the Mombasa Land Policy. The findings from the analysis were shared with
partners for consensus and submission during the public participation meetings organized by the

county.

Policy Review:
 



Hakijamii believes that the
Digital platform plays a key
role in advocating for socio-
economic rights of the
marginalized societies. To
support our advocacy work
and visibility , KTN NEWS
highlighted the plight of the
Nubian community which
was experienced in Kibos,
Kisumu county following the
forceful evictions : 
 https://youtu.be/xALyCYCv8
CI

Our social media platforms
have largely played a key
role in sharing content on
Human rights  and
Violations. The covid-19
pandemic has forced more
social media engagements
as opposed to physical
engagements. This advanced
our access to online
presence and currently
raising the number of our
followers to 5,220 as of the
Month of April.

website & social media
engagement
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