
Hakijamii News Letter
The unprecedented 2020!



Seasons' greetings
As we come to the end of the year 2020, we
would like to sincerely thank you for your

unwavering support and cooperation
despite the pandemic. We look forward to

greater engagement in our quest to protect
and promote human rights and in particular

for the marginalized communities. Words
cannot express our gratitude and

appreciation. We look forward to a better
and brighter year 2021!

Our offices will remain closed as from 
 Monday the 21st  December 2020 to

Wednesday, 6th January 2021 for the festive
season. We shall resume officially from

Thursday, 7th January 2021.



Message from the Executive Director
2020 has been an eventful year, with a number of highlights

and challenges that have been triggered by the spread of
Covid-19.The resilience of the organization was tested on

several occasions, however the teams’ unity and
commitment was unwavering, as they remained fully
committed to the mission of Hakijamii. We ensured
continuity of our work even in areas that are very

marginalized especially during the pandemic. Despite the
rising numbers of covid-19 ,we re-programmed our activities
and adhered to the requisite MOH guidelines to ensure the
pandemic does not marginalize the communities further.

 We hope that you will enjoy reading this newsletter and be
on the know of our Human Rights work in 2020.

Pauline Vata: Executive Director



- Published 2 research papers : Click
onhttps://www.hakijamii.com/?p=6214

- 25 Outreach Activities targeting 1,000 Community
Members.

- Responded to 3 urgent actions on forced evictions in
Nairobi county.

- Social Media monthly reach- 35,000 impressions
- PIL and Legal Aid- 1 legal Aid done in Mombasa County.

- Regional Engagements at the African Commission on
Human and People’s Rights (ACHPR).

- Global Engagements with Special Rapporteur Right to
Adequate Housing

Disruptions
-Office closure for 6 months

March-August 2020
-Limited outreach with the

community
-Limited support to community
for ICT/Virtual outreach events

Key Milestones in 2020



Covid 19
Responses/Measures:

-  Built one sanitation block in Deep Sea with support
from German Embassy .

- Humanitarian support for 600 families from Korogocho,
Deep Sea and Kibra. 

- Distributed Masks, Sanitizers and wash booths in three
settlements.

- Engaged the Senate Ad Hoc Committee on COVID 19
Response to highlight socio-economic challenges faced

by urban poor as a result of the pandemic.



Forced Evictions 
Despite the outbreak of the virus and restrictions enforced

by Government, the country witnessed continued forceful evictions and
displacements in informal settlements. We have continued responding to cases

of forced evictions within the urban poor communities in Nairobi with an
estimated 12,000 families displaced to date. The moratorium on evictions has

been flouted time and again with little regard for human rights for those
affected or their exposure to the pandemic.

 The forced evictions in Kariobangi were done at night and at the height of the
dusk to dawn curfew which had been imposed at the time. In response to this,
due to the ban of meetings and social gatherings we hosted a webinar in May
2020 that was attended by approximately 100 participants from Civil Society,

Academia, Lawyers and Communities affected by forced evictions. We sought to
address the issue of disobedience of court orders in regards to forceful evictions

that took place in May 2020 in Kariobangi South and Ruai Settlements.



Policy dialogue on
Nairobi County Eviction Resettlement Bill 2020

 
In October, Hakijamii had a policy dialogue

with twenty one Nairobi City County
Members of County Assembly on the

Nairobi county Evictions Resettlement and
Demolitions Control Bill 2020. We targeted

the Planning and Housing Committee of the
assembly which is spearheading the

legislation. Our recommendation was
that the bill had to be re-drafted for lack of
a Human rights Based Approach to Forced

Evictions

Legal Aid Clinic
 In the month of

September, Hakijamii conducted a
community Legal Aid on the “Protection

of Land and Housing Rights” in
Mombasa County. We had 35

communities who had diverse
land issues attend the legal aid clinic.

Through this approach we intend to file
public interest litigation from the cases

presented to us by the
community.


