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Memorandum: 

TO THE SENATE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON THE COVID 19 SITUATUION 

Economic and Social Rights Centre (Hakijamii) is a national human rights organization 

duly registered in 2007 as a Non-Governmental Organization (NGO) under the NGO 

Coordination Act. The organization has strategic community partners nationally and 

advocates for the realization of these partners’ Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. 

The Organization’s thematic areas are Land, Housing and Litigation, Education, 

Health, Water & Sanitation and Policy Research & Budget. 

Pursuant to the Senate Resolution to establish this Ad Hoc Committee on response to 

the COVID 19 situation and subsequent call for submission of memorandum, we do 

hereby tender our submissions and address you as follows. 

Kenya has fallen victim to the global pandemic of the COVID 19 and has reported 

rising cases of infection as well as fatalities as a result of this deadly virus. The World 

Health Organization on 11th March 2020 declared the COVID 19 a global pandemic 



highlighting over three hundred thousand fatalities in over one hundred and ten 

countries with a risk of further spread. 

It is in this backdrop that the state has implemented several interventions seeking to 

address this global pandemic. 

We shall seek to address ourselves to the specific Policy and Regulatory Measures as 

hereunder; 

1. The Policy Measures imposing Behavioral protocol aimed at containing 

infection such as; 

1.1 suspension of learning in all institutions, 

1.2 minimizing congestion by imposing social distancing measures affecting 

public transport and all other social gatherings, 

1.3 compulsory self-quarantine, 

2. Implementation of tax reliefs and other fiscal measures aimed at improving 

the disposable income for Kenyans, 

3. Establishment of the COVID 19 Emergency Response Fund seeking to provide 

a framework for the mobilization and management of resources toward 

responding to the COVID 19 outbreak.   

We loud the state for the recent interventions that are geared toward the 

prevention of further infection and reduction of further fatalities.  

However, there is need to highlight that much more needs to be done to respond 

to the needs of the Urban Poor, the Vulnerable in society and the special interest 

groups within the informal Sector in the Republic. 

We note with concern that we have had no direct and deliberate Policy 

Intervention targeting the persons in informal settlements and operation within the 

informal sector to cushion them against an irreparable impact of the Pandemic on 

their Livelihoods et all. 

We therefor humbly submit as follows; 



1. On social Public order and Human Rights. 

The imposition of strict behavioral change Policy improving social distancing has 

had a great impact on the Right to Access to Justice. The Communities within the 

republic of Kenya have suffered immensely in relation to access to Judicial Services. 

The Chief Justice and the President of the Supreme Court recently announced the 

closure of several Judicial Stations and the introduction of online case 

management in relation to urgent matters. 

The Dusk to Dawn curfew imposed by the Head of State within the territory of Kenya 

has been exploited by the National Police Service as license to not only brutalize 

Kenyans but to also kill them with impunity as the death toll from Police Brutality 

during this period has surpassed the COVID 19 death toll. 

We call upon the Senate to: 

a) Pronounce itself by condemning in the strongest terms possible, the instances 

of Police Brutality during this period, 

b) Pursue to completion the Progress of investigating all fatalities caused by the 

rogue elements of the National Police Service during this Period, 

c) Make recommendations to have enlisted as essential services all Judicial and 

Legal Practitioners, 

d) Direct the establishment of a mode of operation for the Judicial Services 

during the period which the measures shall subsist. 

 

2. On Provision and Access to Health services. 

The National Government initiatives have gone a long way to ensure the provision 

of testing and medical equipment. However, there are challenges as to the matter 

of access of such facilities to the general public. 



We recently witnessed the mass testing of Members of Parliament and noting that 

early detection is a key component of identifying and isolating cases of the COVID 

19 and will go a long way in arresting the infection cycle. 

We therefore call upon Senate to pursue the procurement of testing kits and 

development of mass testing framework to guide the review of the actual situation 

as far as infections are concerned and further support the Public Health Initiatives in 

containing the pandemic. 

The accessibility of General Healthcare has been impeded by the recent Policy 

changes in response to the COIVD 19 pandemic. 

Persons of lesser means have been relegate to inaccessibility of treatment due to 

the measures already in place as well as lack of clear framework on the access of 

medical services during the proscribed period. 

Numerous cases have been reported of Police brutalizing innocent Kenyans making 

attempts to access healthcare facilities during the curfew period and the Senate 

must address itself to this matter.  

 

3. Economic and finance issues. 

Majority of Kenyans in the informal settlements live below the poverty line. These 

vulnerable communities have no access to formal financial management systems 

or regular cash flow schemes. 

The recent Fiscal Policy shifts have not been felt at grassroots level as majority of the 

informal sector actors leave on a hand to mouth basis.  

We call upon the senate to conduct a proper review of the actual impact of the 

Fiscal reforms to the most vulnerable person in society.  

It is our humble submission that there has been a great negative impact on the 

standard of living of the vulnerable communities within the country. 



There has been no inverse reduction in the cost of production of essential goods 

and services. 

We have witnessed a hike in the cost of public transport as well as a spike in the 

prices of essential commodities such as foodstuff and other essential supplies. 

The Senate must be deliberate in Policy intervention to enhance the access to 

food, water and other basic commodities by the most vulnerable in society. 

The  

We call upon the Senate to make adequate proposals with the intention of; 

i) Reduction of cost of production of essential goods and services by 

either reduction of operational costs of manufacturers through 

creative strategies, 

ii) Reduction of energy consumption costs for petroleum products, 

hydroelectric power and access to water, 

iii) Provision of guiding framework for the distribution of food subsidies 

during this period to the most vulnerable communities, 

iv) Reduction of all essential expenditure including cost of Public transport 

regulation, shelter or rent costs, food and access to health services. 

As the custodians of Devolution, the Senate must pronounce itself to ensure that 

Support services on cross cutting issues is not negated or interrupted during this 

period. 

The key weapon for sustaining a winning fight on the pandemic has been 

enhancing the matters of sanitation and cleanliness during the entire period. 

We have noted with concern that there are still major gaps as far as access to 

these essential sanitary services to the informal settlements as well as the vulnerable 

in society. 



This is a period that shall require deliberate County Government and multi sector 

effort to ensure; 

i) There is no further rationing of  water in all settlements in the Country, 

ii) There is constant fumigation, disinfecting and cleansing of surfaces and 

common areas, 

iii) There is constant and timely garbage collection and disposal, 

iv) The county health centers are operational by being adequately staffed, 

equipped and supported to discharge their mandate, 

v) There is vigorous public awareness creation on matters of understanding 

the COVID 19 Corona Virus, how it spreads, prevention and response in 

case of exposure. 

 

 

We welcome an opportunity to highlight our memorandum by way of oral 

submissions on this matter as we trust that the Senate Committee shall promptly and 

adequately respond to these proposals. 

Yours Faithfully, 

 

Pauline Vata 

 

 

 

Executive Director 

 

 


